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THE NATION JOINS FOSTER CITY 
IN MOURNNG THE LOSS OF AN-
DREW DANG 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2004

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, a favorite son of 
Foster City, California is being mourned today 
after losing his life in Iraq. Andrew Dang, a 
bright and capable and enthusiastic young 
man, was a U.S. Marine who had served two 
weeks overseas when tragedy struck. Our 
hearts go out to his family and friends, former 
teachers and classmates, and all who remem-
ber him in sorrow today. I ask unanimous con-
sent to enter into the RECORD an editorial from 
the San Mateo Daily Journal.

THE HORROR OF WAR COMES HOME 
[From the San Mateo Daily Journal] 

For many, the war in Iraq is dealt with in 
abstract terms. Car bombs and fire fights are 
on the same level as images in a historical 
text. Here in the Bay Area, the war in Iraq 
and the war on terror mean there is longer 
lines at the airport and more training for 
local police. We see it as a level on the color-
coded Homeland Security Advisory System. 

It is removed from our reality despite its 
presence in current events. Often, our only 
connection is a daily dispatch from across 
the world. 

Even the names and faces of the casualties 
of war have yet to be solidified in our collec-
tive consciousness. So far, there have been 
582 U.S. casualties since major conflict 
began just over a year ago. Sixty-five of 
those deaths have been Californians. The Pe-
ninsula has been spared—until now. 

Today, a Foster City family, the student 
body of Aragon High School and the commu-
nity at large mourns the loss of Andrew 
Dang, a 20-year-old lance corporal for the 
U.S. Marine Corps whose life was cut short 
in a gun battle during a patrol near Ar 
Ramady, Iraq. 

The horror of war is now suddenly more 
real. Those that knew Dang describe the Fos-
ter City resident as someone with passion for 
science and technology who spent his free 
time building robots and rockets. He was one 
of the founding members of Aragon’s re-
nowned robotics team and by his senior year, 
Dang was taking multiple advanced place-
ment classes in physics and chemistry. 

Dang was a bright, enthusiastic and pop-
ular young man who sought out a career in 
the military to get technical experience. It 
was his way of getting a college degree and 
obtaining a career path. 

In doing so, he also made a decision to de-
fend the United States in its war on terror. 
His friends say he believed in the cause he 
was fighting for. He was proud of his job. 

Whether you believe the war is justified or 
not, its local impact can now be felt on very 
real terms. Too often, war is politicized and 
processed into sound bites. But war—and its 
casualties—is more than politics and can-
didates. 

Politics falls by the wayside when compre-
hending the loss of such a promising young 
life. Dang put his life on the line to protect 
what he believed in. In his heart he sought to 

protect the United States from terror and he 
fought to give the Iraqi people a taste of 
freedom. And he paid the ultimate price for 
that belief. 

Our thoughts are with his family, friends 
and the community that knew and loved 
him. Today, there is a hole in the heart of 
the Peninsula.

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MRS. TRACY 
DOHERTY, ESQ. 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2004

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Tracy Doherty, native of Scran-
ton, in Lackawanna County, in my district, who 
is being named Woman of the Year by the 
Lackawanna County Federation of Democratic 
Women. 

I ask that my colleagues pay tribute to her 
achievements as she is honored at a brunch 
this Saturday at Patsel’s in Glenburn, Pennsyl-
vania. 

Mrs. Doherty is a true patriot who loves our 
country. She has been involved in the Demo-
cratic Party for more than 20 years. She has 
spent countless hours volunteering for the 
Democratic Party in Scranton, in Lackawanna 
County, and throughout the entire Common-
wealth. 

Mrs. Doherty was particularly active in the 
successful elections of her brother-in-law 
Scranton Mayor Chris Doherty, Lackawanna 
County Commissioners Randy Castellani and 
Joe Corcoran, Clerk of Judicial Records Mary 
Rinaldi and many others. 

Mrs. Doherty currently serves as second 
vice president of the Lackawanna County Fed-
eration of Democratic Women. 

A graduate of Scranton Preparatory High 
School, the young Tracy Diskin went on to at-
tend the University of Pittsburgh, where she 
earned degrees in journalism and political 
science. She then went on to receive her law 
degree at Widener School of Law. 

She married Tom Doherty nearly seven 
years ago. The couple have three beautiful 
children, 4–year-old Tommy. 2–year-old Lucy 
and 1–year-old Frances. The couple is now 
expecting their fourth child. 

Mrs. Doherty worked in the Lackawanna 
County’s public defenders’ office for four 
years. Now a full-time mom, she finds time to 
maintain a fine balance between her family 
and her desire to volunteer. 

Mrs. Doherty founded the Society of Irish 
Women six years ago. She is a member of the 
Board of Governors of her alma mater, Scran-
ton Prep. 

Mrs. Doherty also feels strongly about the 
fight against cancer and has been a long-time 
volunteer for the American Cancer Society. 

Mrs. Doherty is the Auxiliary Membership 
Chair of St. Joseph’s Center. She volunteers 
her time to work with handicapped children at 
the facility. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and a privilege 
to represent a woman who has taken such a 
leadership role in the community. I ask you to 
please join me in congratulating Mrs. Doherty 
for her volunteer work, service and dedication.
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TRIBUTE TO SGT. LARRY GIBSON 
OF MADISON HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2004

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute 
to Sgt. Larry Gibson, who is leaving the Madi-
son Heights Police Department after 25 years 
of dedicated service. 

During Sgt. Gibson’s service, he devoted a 
good portion of his time to the young people 
in the community. Specifically, he created the 
Madison Heights, ‘‘Say No To Drugs’’ rally, 
and he started the D.A.R.E. and G.R.E.A.T. 
programs in the city’s schools designed to 
help our students resist drugs and reduce vio-
lence. 

He was a specialized training instructor in a 
myriad of areas ranging from accident inves-
tigation to gang resistance education. 

Sgt. Gibson is the recipient of many well-de-
served awards and commendations, beginning 
in 1984 until the present. The people of Madi-
son Heights, and especially the young people, 
have been well-served by his commitment to 
making their city a safer and better place. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in wishing good health, happiness and suc-
cess to a dedicated police officer, Sgt. Larry 
Gibson.

f 

TRIBUTE TO JACKSON T. 
STEPHENS 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2004

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a great Arkansan, an out-
standing citizen, a graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy and an accomplished businessman; 
I am proud to recognize Jackson T. Stephens 
in the Congress. 

Mr. Stephens, known as Jack to his many 
friends, created one of the most successful 
corporate finance practices in the country 
based on the principles his father passed 
down to him. At a young age, Mr. Stephens 
learned in order to do well, ‘‘we must share 
opportunities for making money with other 
people.’’ And as his firm grew, so did the 
hopes, dreams and nest-eggs of many Ameri-
cans. Today, Stephens Inc. has become one 
of the Nation’s largest investment banking 
firms. 

While many investors focus strictly on mak-
ing money for their clients, Mr. Stephens fo-
cused on earning their trust—and repaying 
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those who have helped him with incomparable 
altruism. 

Stephens graduated from the Naval Acad-
emy in 1947 and has continued to make a 
major impact on the Naval Academy commu-
nity and in Annapolis. Mr. Stephens has con-
tributed $10 million, the largest single donation 
in service academy history, toward the $175 
million Naval Academy Foundation’s Cam-
paign: Leaders to Serve the Nation. 

He has held positions on the board of direc-
tors of several major corporations, including 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad, Burlington North-
ern, Inc., Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., and Dillards, 
Inc. In 1989, Jack was awarded the first J. 
William Fulbright Award for International Trade 
Development. He received a Distinguished 
Alumnus Citation in 1965 and was awarded an 
honorary Doctor of Law Degree from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas in 1985. In 1999, Ste-
phens was inducted into the Arkansas Busi-
ness Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Stephens’ business acumen is only 
bettered by his generosity. He is a man who 
serves as an example of hard work, the suc-
cess resulting from it and the appropriate way 
to thank the community from which you came. 
On behalf of the Congress, I extend my deep-
est regards for his efforts and gratitude for all 
he has done to make the world a better place.

f 

HONORING THE GERMAN-AMER-
ICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS, INC. 
(D.A.N.K. #13) 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2004

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the inspiring achievement of the Ger-
man-American National Congress, Inc. 
(D.A.N.K. No. 13) in the Benton Harbor and 
St. Joseph community. This great nonprofit or-
ganization celebrates its 40th anniversary on 
March 27, 2004. Over the past four decades 
Americans of German descent, through the 
work of this organization, have been pre-
serving the traditions and culture of their herit-
age throughout southwest Michigan. 

The German American National Congress 
(Deutsch Amerikanischer National Kongress), 
seeks to bring together Americans of German 
descent in the pursuit of cultivating and pre-
senting their heritage and interests on local, 
regional, and national levels. These were the 
primary reasons why this organization was 
founded in 1959, and they are still among the 
organization’s primary objectives today. The 
German-American National Congress is the 
largest organization of Americans of German 
ancestry. It has some 30 chapters and over 
100 associated member societies from coast 
to coast. I am very proud to have Chapter 13 
in the Sixth District of Michigan, and I greatly 
appreciate all the benefits that the members 
have provided this community. 

It truly pleases me to honor the achieve-
ment of Chapter 13, and I hold the members 
in the highest of esteem. I would like to wish 
this organization all the best for the future and 
thank its members for promoting goodwill 
through southwest Michigan. I’m a frequent 
visitor to the chapter and there’s not been a 
time that I haven’t felt welcome like so many 
others in southwest Michigan.

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT FIRST 
CLASS GARY COLLINS 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2004

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and pay tribute to the life and 
memory of Sergeant First Class Gary Collins, 
a brave soldier, a devoted husband, and lov-
ing father who sacrificed his life in the defense 
of freedom on November 8, 2003, in Fallujah, 
Iraq. 

Sergeant First Class Collins was respected 
and loved by all who knew him, especially the 
friends and neighbors that watched him go 
from an outstanding leader and student athlete 
at Magnolia High School to decorated career 
Army veteran of unit A Co 1–16th Infantry 
(Mechanized), of the 1 Brigade Combat Team 
at Ft. Riley, KS. 

Born, May 18, 1971, in Beaumont, TX, Gary 
Collins entered the Army shortly after grad-
uating from Magnolia High School in 1990. 
Two short years later, he married his high 
school sweetheart, Kassie Kennedy. Together 
they have two beautiful daughters, Taylor age 
9 and Landry age 7. Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to his family and friends during this 
time. 

True to the Army motto, ‘‘This we’ll defend,’’ 
Sergeant Collins defended the soil of the 
United States and protected the liberty of her 
citizens in Bosnia from 1999–2000, in Korea 
from 2001–2002, and ultimately with his life in 
Iraq late last year. 

Sergeant Collins career is marked by nu-
merous commendations among them, the 
Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, and a Meri-
torious Service Medal. Through the course of 
his career he was awarded five Army Com-
mendation Medals, seven Army Achievement 
Medals, three Good Conduct medals, and two 
National Defense Service Medals, the list con-
tinues totaling thirty-six commendations, rib-
bons, and medals. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring the life and service of Sergeant First 
Class Gary Collins, an American hero. All of 
the residents of Montgomery County, TX, and 
the eighth Congressional Distract are grateful 
for his service and dedication to this Nation.

f 

CONDEMNING 200 YEARS OF 
OPPRESSION OF HAITI 

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 25, 2004

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, the execution of 
democracy in Haiti exposes the warped char-
acter of the White House on a scale that the 
public can find intellectually palatable. The 
‘‘shock and awe’’ employed in Haiti is easy for 
ordinary Americans to understand. Haiti is a 
tiny and violent pre-emptive strike which has a 
significance far beyond its size. The adminis-
tration’s racist and open contempt for the 
democratic government of Haiti is the first and 
most visible atrocity. While the United States 
is spending billions to establish democracy in 
Iraq, it refused to deploy a few platoons of 
troops to protect the government headquarters 

in Haiti. On the contrary the terrorists who at-
tacked the democratically elected president of 
Haiti were obviously equipped with modern 
combat weapons that could have come only 
from the United States. Further complicity of 
the administration can be documented through 
the identification of criminals in charge who 
have served in the past as CIA assets. The in-
timidation and pressure employed to eject 
President Aristide and the blanket denial of 
Haitian refugees any chance to plead their 
cases for political asylum are two additional 
outrages which further illuminate the savagery 
of the selective and racist foreign policy initia-
tives applied to Haiti. Members who find the 
size, scope, and complexity of the United 
States invasion of Iraq to be too overwhelming 
to comprehend should review the simple diplo-
matic and war crimes involved in the United 
States sponsored coup in Haiti. Since Haiti 
has no oil to seize and control the obvious dif-
ference in the case of this hemisphere tragedy 
versus the case in Iraq is that the occupation 
will be as short and cheap as possible. 

The 200-year chronology of Haiti is scarred 
with the pock marks of intervention: First, Na-
poleon was defeated by a slave revolt in Haiti. 
For almost a decade none of the world’s na-
tions would recognize the new Black Republic. 
Several plots were developed to overthrow the 
Haitian government by slave holding interests 
in America; however, none were implemented. 
In the 20th century the United States has oc-
cupied Haiti several times to protect an oligar-
chy of rich families with current close ties to 
the Republican Party. Despite continuous in-
terference Haiti in the last 10 years has man-
aged to enact a constitution and conduct 
democratic elections. The Clinton administra-
tion’s support for Aristide returned Haiti to a 
path of democracy after the reign of a 3 year 
military regime. Former Senator Jesse Helms, 
a close friend of the ruling rich families of Haiti 
blocked any economic assistance to Haiti thus 
defeating efforts to restart the economy. An 
economically strangled Haiti became the vic-
tim of mass discontent exploited by the ruling 
families and their White House allies. With 2 
years left to serve in his term Aristide was 
ousted by a U.S.-sponsored terrorist rebellion. 
Napoleon’s revenge has again prevailed. The 
following Rap poem summarizes this chronicle 
of injustice.

NAPOLEON’S REVENGE 

Blacks made him a military jerk 
And Napoleon went berserk; 
The dictator’s disease rained down 
Sprouting in confederate ground; 
Harassment of Haiti 
Became the white rulers’ duty: 
Black ambassadors speaking French 
Was out-of-place and snooty. 
The final revenge by Senator Jesse 
Has now turned criminally messy: 
Terrorist at Haiti’s gate 
Financed by camouflaged hate, 
And the U.S. refuses to debate 
This murder of a tiny State. 
White House credibility blood 
Is now desperately low, 
Spin doctors fail to stem the flow. 
Napoleon lost the war 
When Haiti captured liberty; 
On the moral battlefield of eternity 
Colon and Condi 
Now confront Aristide, 
For 200 years 
Napoleon’s heirs have made Haiti bleed. 
The White House refusal to debate 
The murder of this tiny state 
May seal our President’s fate.
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